The Accidentals gained lifelong fans as they shared their
talent with students at the Armory Youth Project for a
songwriting workshop/jam session. The students were
able to ask questions, talk about their dreams, and work
together to write and sing a pretty awesome bit of song
that they created on the spot with techniques shared with
them from the band members. Many thanks to Miflag for
putting this together, The Accidentals for making it a
priority to meet and give back to students, and everyone
else who played a role in making this happen. We are
forever grateful and better for this experience.

The mission of the
Armory Youth Project
is to provide a safe environment
where young people can build
community
and be encouraged in their
educational,
emotional, physical and

Quote from Jennifer Ikens, AYP parent when asked,
“Why do you use the Armory?”

I was drawn to the Armory due to the
numerous activities that were provided in an
after school program, plus the transportation
option was extremely important to us. I love
that the staff and volunteers keep her safe
while she takes advantage of programs, such
as cooking, art and archery.
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Donor Spotlight

Tyler Reed, Parkdale Auto

Tyler Reed, owner, Parkdale Auto Sales & Service,
believes in the importance of making a positive impact
to the youth in Manistee. “I have been fortunate to have
good influences in my life and our Parkdale motto is “It’s
not what we do – it’s what else we do,” he said. “We have
a great staff who have a heart for kids.” In October 2021,
Parkdale selected the Armory as its recipient of its Charity of the Month event during which it
gives a $100 match for every car they sell during the month. The total donation was $2800.
According to Tyler, the Armory offers fun programs while teaching life skills. “The services provided by the Armory are a great support for local parents and grandparents,” he said. “The Armory’s
staff and volunteers offer direction for youth and provide positive influences in the students daily
lives,” Tyler stated.
Tyler is planning to engage more directly with the Armory students by offering an Auto Rama
to help youth develop life skills by working with vehicles. The youth will attend several classes
taught by Tyler. Each class will focus on some aspect of car maintenance. Upon completion of
the classes Tyler plans to have the students set up a rally which will be open to the
community. They will staff stations in the Armory parking lot and allow community members to
have their oil, fluids, and tire pressure checked. This will provide hands on learning and a skill
that isn’t typically taught in schools. He also plans to offer educational sessions on developing
good credit and budgeting which will be valuable as the youth reach the age where they can
purchase vehicles.
The Armory is grateful for Tyler and Parkdale Auto Sales & Service. “We truly believe it takes
a village to help support our youth and Tyler is a great example of how we can partner
with community members and make a positive impact,” said Amy Wojciechowski, Armory
Executive Director.

check out our new
summer camps inside!
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Summer Camps at
the Armory
June 13 – August 15
When it comes to youth centers, programming is the thing that gets youth in
the door. However, it’s the relationships they build with staff, volunteers and each
other, plus the support they get while developing valuable life skills that keeps
them coming back.
This summer the Armory is working to develop its summer program offerings.
For the first time, the Armory will be offering a variety of summer camp options
for area youth. Days and times will vary depending on the camp. Below is a tentative camp schedule. Registration and final plans will be posted to the Armory
website at: https://www.armoryyouthproject.com/student-programs.
June 13 - Disc Golf Camp
The disc golf craze is alive
and well and what better way
to kick off summer camps the
week of June 13. This camp
will run for three days (tentatively Wed-Friday). The first
two days will be spent at the
Armory learning the skill of disc golf and practicing on
our very own 9-hole course. The last day students will
travel to West Shore Community College to practice their
new-found skills on their larger course.
June 20 - Certifications & Safety
Camp Students will have the opportunity
to take advantage of a variety of certifications including Safe Sitter, Safe Food
Handler Training (restaurant kitchen and
server skills), Wilderness First Aid Training, as well as
several others.
June 27 - A Taste of River Street
With engagement from area River Street restaurants,
chefs from your favorite downtown restaurants will be
demonstrating how to make one of their signature dishes. Students will not only learn, but taste the wonderful
creations.
July 4 Week - Closed for 4th of July
Have a great week with family and friends!

July 11 – Art Week Camp
Students will be challenged to tap their inner
creativity during Art Week. We will have a
variety of art project opportunities and there
will be something for everyone!
July 25 - Outdoor Adventures Camp This week
takes our students outside for Outdoor Adventures.
Students should expect hiking trips, as well as days
exploring what Northern Michigan has to offer.
Aug 1 - 5 Young Life Camp
A week of fun games & experiencing Jesus’
love at Timber Wolf Lake in Lake City, MI.
We have 12 spots available and there will
be fundraising opportunities to help fund
the cost of camp. For more info contact Luke Trombley at
989-513-7596 or luketrombley.yl@gmail.com
Aug 8 - Teen Cuisine Camp Continuing a
highly popular program, this week students will
learn cooking skills with Caitlin Lorenc from
MSU Extensions.
Aug 15 - Disc Golf Camp We are ending our camps the
same way we started them with another round of Disc Golf!
All camps will include snacks and meals. Dances & other
activities will be offered throughout the summer - check our
website and social media for updates.

Disc Golf Season Coming Soon
Limited Hole Sponsorships Remain

As the weather is starting to heat up, so are the preparations
for the Armory Youth Project’s disc golf season. Based on input
from students and the hard work and dedication from a team
of volunteers, the 9-hole course vision became a reality on the
Armory property last year. Special thanks to our landscaping
volunteer for his project leadership, construction and financial
donation for the program and to Tom Oele and Ron Grew who
contributed their time to help complete the course.
“Students were excited to play last fall and are excited for the
warm weather so we can play this spring and summer,” said
Sara Workman, Assistant Executive Director for the Armory.
Sponsorships Available
Local businesses have been invited to “sponsor” a hole. For a
one-time cost of $500, each sponsor will have their company
logo and name posted to a permanent
sign attached to the hole marker.
A few sponsorship opportunities
remain. For more information,
call the Armory at 231-299-1205.

The Armory has served
as a wonderful resource
during the winter months.
I didn’t want to go through
the entire winter without
playing soccer at all, and
the Armory offered a great space and opportunity to
keep the rust off. It has been great to keep playing
with the kids, getting better and having lots of fun.
The snacks and meals they provide are icing on the
cake! We’ve had 15 to 30 kids coming most weeks,
and the other activities like pool, ping-pong, basketball and air hockey have allowed the kids who are not
currently playing to continue having fun and bonding.
It has been a great off-season resource!
–Devin Schweigert, Volunteer

Interview with
Morgan Erway
What is your favorite program?
“Right now, probably Art is my favorite class.
I get to spend time with my friends and draw.
My second favorite right now would be Retro
Gaming. I like video games and spending
time with my friends.”
How long have you been coming to the Armory? “The first
time was last year. I went to a dance with my friends and I’ve
been coming ever since.”
What would you say to students who have never been to
the Armory? “It’s a really fun place to be and there are a lot
of activities.”

Armory Monthly Giving Club
The Armory is alive with the sounds of Manistee area youth
nearly every day of the year. Focused on helping its students
with positive character development, recreation programs, art,
Junior Achievement, and after school snacks and dinner, the
Armory helps build life skills while having fun and being encouraged in all they do.
Our valued donors make all of this possible. In particular,
consistent monthly giving helps the Armory plan and ensure
that Armory staff and volunteers are available for each and
every youth who take advantage of all that the Armory has to
offer. In order to give unique recognition to those who give
each month each year, the Armory is acknowledging its monthly
donors as members of the AYP Monthly Giving Club. Below
are a few examples of what a small monthly donation can do:
$15 per month supports participation for one student in
the Michigan State University Cooking Matters class and the
Safe (Baby) Sitter certification class or basic art supplies.
$30 per month provides one youth per month a set of
discs for the new disc golf course.
$100 per month covers the salary of a youth coordinator
staff who partners with AYP volunteers to teach, mentor and
encourage our teens.
Becoming a member of the Armory Youth Project monthly
giving team is one of the easiest and most sustainable ways
you can make a difference. Just check the “monthly donation”
option on the enclosed donor envelope or go online to
https://www.armoryyouthproject.com/donate.
If you have questions, call the Armory at 231-299-1205.
The Armory Youth Project is 501(c)(3) non-profit organization
and all gifts are tax-deductible to the full extent of the law.

